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8 9

Thilini’s home garden is very beautiful 
with many flowers. 
In the evening, 

she plays with her dog Tommy in the 

garden.



10 11

One day, while coming home from 
school, Thilini saw that the next-door 

house was open.



12 13

“Has someone moved in?” 

Thilini asked Amma.
“I’m not sure. But I saw a little boy just 
like you,” Amma said, patting Thilini on 
the head.



14 15

“What are those drawings on the 

ground near the door?” Thilini asked 

Amma, while looking out of the window.
“Let’s go to their place in the evening 

and ask about them.”
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After having a bath, Thilini started to 
have lunch. Tommy was sitting under the 
table.



18 19

“We will make some welithalapa for your 
new friend,” Amma said, entering the 
kitchen. “Tommy and I will help you,” 
Thilini said happily.
Some time later, the smell of welithalapa 

filled the house.
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“Duwa, we will share some welithalapa 

pieces with Thaththa also.” 
“Sure, Amma……Look! Tommy has 

already gone to their house.” 



22 23

“Please come inside. Welcome to our 
new house,” said neighbour aunty.
“Aunty, here is a little gift for you.”
“Thank you.”



24 25

“What’s your name, Duwa?” 

“Thilini.”
“That’s a nice name…..Thilini, this is 
Raju. Raju, this is Thilini.” 
“Nice to meet you.”
“Nice to meet you, too.”
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Raju and Thilini played with Tommy for a 
long time.

“Tommy runs so fast. Let’s chase him,” 
Thilini said loudly.



28 29

“Watch your step! There are drawings 

on the ground,” Thilini’s Amma advised. 
“What are those?” Thilini was surprised.
“Flower kolam designs. We draw them 
to seek God’s blessings,” Raju’s Amma 
explained.



30 31

“Let’s have tea with welithalapa and 
laddu,” Raju called everyone.
“Mmm…. Yummy laddu,” Thilini told 
Raju.

“We will come to your place tomorrow,” 
while enjoying a slice of welithalapa Raju 
told Thilini. 

“We can draw kolam designs together,” 
Raju’s Amma said as she held Thilini’s 
hand.

Thilini smiled.
Tommy wagged his tail.
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